Christmas 2002

Thisyear hasbeen avery busy and exciting one.
We madeatrip to JapaninMay of thisyear,
Tsuchino’syounger sister and her sster’sson
vigted usthisfall. About amonth after that Tsuchino’'s
eldest sster visited along with her daughter and two
of thedaughter’schildren. Wealso did amajor
remodeling project in our kitchen and added agas

insert to our wood burning fireplacein thefamily room. | dsojoined Nikkel Jin
Ka and afew monthsafter | joined was elected to the board of directors. | amthefirst and only non
Japanese member of theboard. | have a so continued with my Japanese language classes at Bellevue
Community College.

We went to Japan in May of 2002 to attend the 4th Worldwide Conference of The Japanese Interna-
tional Marriage Society. The meeting was held in Beppu, Japan. Beppu is located on the island of
Kyushu which iswhere Tsuchino is from. The city of Beppu is about 100 miles from Tsuchino's
home town. Tsuchino is Vice-President of this group, and | was scheduled to give one of the
speeches at the conference. | gave the speech in Japanese. Because we don't speak Japanese at home my
skill level wasvirtualy nil. So | started to study Japanese at Bellevue Community College. Thecollegehas
anexcellent 2 year program in Japanese. | had taken ayear of Japanese when | was studying for my
MastersDegreeat Cal, but never used it and forgot most of it. | decided | had better take the BCC Japa-
nese course so asto not make acompletefool of myself.

We a'so decided to make a complete vacation of this trip. We
were traveling with Carl and Kazuko Stout who are friends of
ourswho live in Yelm Washington. Kasuzo is the President of
the International Marriage Society. After the conference we
went to Kumamoto and stayed at an Onsen (hot spring) Hotel.
We also went on atour of Nagasaki. We then went to
Tsuchino’'s family
home in Fukuoka
accompanied by Carl
and Kazuko. We
stayed afew daysin
Fukuoka and then boarded the Bullet Train for atrip to
Yamagata which is Kazuko's home town. While at Yamagata
we attended a magjor festival being held in the city. The
young men from 15 of the Buddhist templesin the surround-
ing areadressed up asadragon and competed for who could

put on the best show.

Tradition hasit that an angry dragon can only bemollified by sake so theloca merchants put out tablesand
weregiving free saketo all who passed by. After only afew blocks| wasfeeling no pain. Sincewewere
theonly Americansat thefestival wewereinvited to view the parade on the mayorsreviewing stand. We
werea sointerviewed by thelocd Televison station.



From Yamagatawe went to Sendai to visit our friendsthe
Ishiyama's. Hitomi Ishiyamaisamember of the Internationa
Marriage Society and we have known them for several
years. After acoupleof dayswith thelshiyama's, Tsuchino
and | returned to Fukuokawith an overnight stopin Tokyoin
route and the Stoutsreturned to Yamagata. During our
travelsaround Japan we used arail passfor theBullet Train.
The passallowed usto ride as much aswanted for afull
week.

Inlate August
Tsuchino’syounger sister Miyako and her son Sinji visited for
two weeks. Thiswasthelr second visitto America. Since
Miyako and Tsuchino areclosein ageand essentialy grew up
together Tsuchinoiscloseto Miyako and redly enjoysher
visits. When wego to Japan we stay at Miyako'shousefor the
majority of thetimeweareinthe Fukuokaarea. Whilethey
were herewetook themto Victoria, Canadaaswell astouring
around the Puget Sound region. Wewent to Yelm and visited
Carl and Kazuko.

About amonth
after Miyako and Sinji left Tsuchino’seldest Sister and her
daughter Miyoko camewith two of her children, Toshi whois
Miyoko’sson and Hiromi her eldest daughter. They stayed
for 10 daysand wedid thetourist thing again. Sinceit was
now thelater part of October and the weather wasturning
into our rainy season, we could not go to asmany placesas
wewanted to. Wedid goto Levenworth, aBavarian style
villagethat isquite popular. We spent afull day at Seattle
Center and The Space Needle. When we went to our Condo
on Hood Canal our neighbor gave us5 Dungeness crabsthat
hejust caught. That evening we had afresh crab dinner.

| am still going to BCC and studying Japanese. | have aready finished 2 years of Japanese and would have
had to go to the University of Washington to take thethird year. Since now isavery inconvenient timeto be
traveling to Seattle everyday for aone hour class, | decided to repeat the second year Japanese course at
BCC. Foreignlanguageisvery difficult for meso | needed thetimeto consolidate and practicewhat | had
learned. | am putting alot of emphasison Kanji thisyear. Inthe Fall of 2003 | plan ontaking 3 year Japa-
nese at the UW.

| have aso been busy building aweb site. The address is www.MikeandTsuchino.com. of course the
addressisall lower case but most Web Browsers will convert the entry to lower case and the Capi-
talizations make it easier to read. Since we now have a Domain of our own you can send us email at
Mike@MikeandTsuchino.com or Tsuchino@MikeandTsuchino.com.

If you have aninternet connection visit our site. | have many picturesand severa dideshowsontheste A



copy of my book isaso there. Thesiteisonly about 50% doneand | already have over 20 pages. | even
haveapagein Japanese.

| have beenlearning alot of new thingswhilebuilding thissite. | useasoftware product called Fusion 7 and

| havethe site hosted at acompany in the Midwest called ANhosting.com. Thecost to host asiteisonly
$7.95 amonth. Thebuilding of thesite naturally flowed from aproject | have underway to scan all our
photographsinto the computer and storethem on CD’sand DV D's. | noticed sometime ago that many of
our photographswerefading and changing color. | searched around for the computer hardware and soft-
ware needed for loading and editing photographsand movieson the computer. The editing softwarea lows
me, to alarge extent, to correct the effects of photograph aging. Once the photographisdigitized and stored
onaCD itnolonger ages.

Sometime ago | started to write abook about our experiencesin Japan and what happened when wetried
to get themilitary to give uspermissionto marry. After our trip to Japan thisMay | decided tofinishthe
project. After dl | have been half heartedly writing thisbook for severa years, so | figured it wasabout time
toget seriousandfinishit.

Asthewriting progressed the scope of the book changed and became not just our experiencesin Japan but
our lifestory. Thetitleis* Tsuchino, A JapaneseWar Bride” subtitle* My lifewith a Japanese War Bride”.
Thebook on our Web site. You arewelcometo read it.

My plansareto haveit trand ated into Japanese and get it published in Japan. | would liketo have Tsuchino
write about the samethings so the reader can seethe same eventsfrom both her and my point of view. |
haven’t convinced her to do thisyet. Getting atrandator isthe next decision | haveto make. If | use
Tsuchino | am convinced shewill changewhat | wrote. Whilereading the book she hassaid severa times
“That’snot what happened”.

Becausethisisour retirement home and we expect to stay
hereuntil we cannolonger physically takecareof the
house or ourselves, we decided to fix the house up just the
way weredly likedit. Thefirst project wedid thisyear
was akitchenremodel. The housewasonly about 7 years
oldwhenwebrought it and the kitchenwas*“kind of” up to
date. We had whitetile counter topsand we wanted to
replace them with granite. We a so wanted to upgrade the
sink, whichwaswhite porcelain and scratched easily. The
stovetop
rangewas
stainless, which did not match the granite. You al know the
rest of the story. We ended up changing out all the appli-
ancesaswell asaddinginstant hot water to thesink and
under cabinet lighting, etc. Theend result wasgreat and we
areredly enjoying thenew kitchen.

The pictureto theleft showsthe beforeview and aboveis
theafter view.




Wethen added agasinsert to thewood burning fireplace. Thisgivesusareal cozy family room attached to
thekitchen. A full outside paint job completed thisyearsprojects. Next year | haveto replace some con-
crete dabsthat were cracked during the big February earth quake.

Thelast mgor event thisyear was- | sold my boat. Asmost of you know | have had a28 foot Bayliner
since March of 1994. We have had many good times on the boat and made many whalewatching tripswith
our friendsto the San Juan Idands. But, since Tsuchino’sinjury on the boat and her hip replacement surger-
ieswehavenot used it asmuch aswehad inthe past. Last year wetook it out only 2 times (onceto only
burn off the old gasin the tank) and the year beforewetook it out only once. It didn’t make much senseto
have aboat and not useit. Just the cost to moor the boat coupled with personal property taxes, licensefees,
insurance and maintenance feesand wewerelooking at well over $3000 beforewe eventook it out onthe
water. So | finally bit the bullet and soldit. | suremissedit. It would have been niceto take our visitors out
boating.

Beforel closel wanted to sharewith you apicturel
took from our back porch. Thefogwasrollingin
over Lake Sammamish just asthe sun was setting.

Tsuchinoand | areinreatively good health. Tsuchino
hasrecovered from both her hip replacement surger-
ies. Shehasno pain and hasflexibility far beyond
what the doctor said shewould have. Shestill has
problemsafter sitting in the car for awhileand she
getspain and cramps after getting out of the car. WE
don’'t know if thisisbecause of thehip surgery or a
problemin her spinethat they discovered. Shehasa
vertebraethat has narrowed and it isputting pressure
on her spinal cord. She only hasnumbness now and
they will not do anything until shestartshaving pain.

Weareplanning ontaking atriptoAustralianext fall. TheAustralian chapter of the International Marriage
Society ishaving aconventioninthe Fall of 2003 and agroup of ushasdecided to go. Australiaisone of

the places| have wanted to see so we decided we should go whilewe arestill able. I will cover thetripin
my Christmasl| etter for next year.

We hope that you have a happy and joyous
Christmas

Mike and Tsuchino




